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President’s piece 

I don’t know about you, but my experience 

has been that this has been a better season 

than last year – at least for brown trout. 

Conversely, anecdotal reports have it that 

sea-trout have been fewer in number. With a 

wetter summer, flows have been better than 

last year, for sure, and the river cleaner and 

cooler for the most part. However, we all 

know that the river continues to be under 

stress on several of fronts. Pretty much all of 

these require action at the catchment scale, 

and are generally large-scale problems that 

can only be solved by major changes in land-

use practice – assisted by measures to reduce 

diffuse pollution and mitigate the effects of 

climate change. 

Barriers also continue seriously to affect fish 

on the Tyne – and in a number of ways 

beyond the obvious. ELAA continues to work 

closely with the Forth Rivers Trust and the 

Forth District Salmon Fisheries Board to keep 

the pressure on SEPA to mitigate barrier 

issues – because the issue is not better fish 

passage, but the need for rivers to be able to 

function as near-naturally as possible; in such 

rivers, fish are free to migrate as they should – 

no need for generally ineffective fish passes. 

The return is that the whole river and its 

environs, benefit – for all wildlife, including 

humankind. This includes anglers: good rivers 

have good, healthy, self-sustaining trout 

populations. 

These aims are long-term, but if we do 

nothing, if ELAA stands by, merely wringing 

hands as a river declines, then ELAA, knowing 

what is known, has no place on the river. 

ELAA must be part of the campaign to help 

the river recover and prosper, before it is 

anything else. The angling follows – naturally. 

Cattle poaching mitigation at Westfield and 

Bearford Burn 

Westfield   One success story this year has 

been the fencing of the Westfield to prevent 

cattle poaching and damage to the banks. 

After an experiment with drinking troughs to 

keep cattle away from the river that was very 

unlikely to work, and following more 

discussions with SEPA staff, Lennoxlove Estate 

finally did the right thing and put in a post and 

wire electric fence in 

early April. Within 

three or four weeks, 

there was a 

noticeable difference 

in the river. 

Here’s one of the 

badly poached 

sections, 

photographed in 

January 2017… 

…and here’s 

the same 

bank just 

three or four 

weeks after 

the fence 

went in. 

By June, it 

looked like 

this. After a 

high flow, 

new 

sediment 

has been 

captured by 

vegetation growing through the bank, 

unimpeded by grazing. The poached area is 

building up and stabilising. 

More generally along the Wesfield, the 

formerly-poached banks are now able to act 

more naturally and should stabilise over time. 

Erosion should be reduced, and even reversed 

in places, where river hydrodynamics allow. 

Besides stabilising the banks, the other 



benefit is that the vegetation provides for 

insect life – both food and shelter, thus 

increasing the biodiversity of the riparian 

margins. There are two more photographs at 

the end of the newsletter. 

To their credit, Lennoxlove Estate undertook 

this work without recourse to external 

funding, which would have been available to 

them. ELAA provided photographic evidence 

to the Forth Rivers Trust and SEPA to support 

the pressure for action. 

Bearford Burn   Cattle poaching has been a 

problem along the Bearford Burn for a 

number of years, but thanks to discussions 

between SEPA and the local farmer, this issue 

will be sorted in the coming few months. We 

understand riparian fencing is to be installed, 

along with water troughs, so that cattle can 

be kept away from the burn. Hopefully, this 

will help this once-important spawning burn 

begin to recover. We will continue to monitor 

the situation. Thanks to committee member 

Alastair Irving for liaising regularly with SEPA 

staff on this issue. 

Finally, ELAA has been instrumental in action 

being taken at both Westfield and the 

Bearford Burn. We have provided important 

photographic evidence and discussed the 

problems with SEPA and the Forth Rivers 

Trust over the last two or three years leading 

up to action being taken. 

Weirs 

One day, weirs will no longer be an agenda 

item at ELAA committee and annual general 

meetings – but I feel it’s still a long way off. 

The issues that weirs cause for river 

ecosystems have been well-rehearsed in our 

newsletter and, in much more detail, 

elsewhere. There are a number of gross 

effects beyond the obvious impact on fish 

passage. As you will know, SEPA have been 

undertaking a project on Tyne barriers over 

the last few years (since 2015). Progress has 

been very slow, though – and we (ELAA) are 

impatient for practical works to be 

undertaken. However, the issues to be 

addressed turn out to be very complex, even 

at the Knowes, which seems outwardly to be 

the simplest. The issues at Knowes revolve 

principally around water supply in the lade, 

despite the fact that it is choked up and, 

apparently, un-used. 

Cascades and the West Mills Weir are also 

included in the present project, although it 

appears SEPA are aiming to broaden this and 

have been discussing a wider Tyne project 

with the Council. We’re not holding our 

breath for significant action any time soon. 

Inevitably, the consultations, legalities and 

logistical planning that has to be undertaken 

with projects like this makes for very slow 

progress. But we must keep pressing for 

removal of weirs where possible, 

acknowledging the damage they are doing to 

the river and the fact that they should, where 

possible, be consigned to the former history 

of river abuse. We no longer need these 

structures, and they should be got rid of as a 

matter of course. 

Poaching & bailiffs 

Another perennially thorny problem that has 

become ever more serious and frustrating. It 

is now widely acknowledged that the system 

of bailiffing governed by the Forth District 

Salmon Fisheries Board is not working. The 

current state of affairs is untenable, as the 

poaching fraternity pretty much have free 

reign over certain sections of the river. There 

have also been incidents of threatening 

behaviour and damage to cars – including the 

slashing of tyres – at the Knowes - damage 

clearly perpetrated by the poachers. A key 

problem is the supply and gathering of critical 

evidence that can lead to a sound basis for 

prosecutions. The police can only take cases 

to the Procurator Fiscal that will stand up in 

court; circumstantial evidence is valuable, but 

won’t in itself lead to a prosecution. It’s the 

accumulated evidence that is needed. ELAA 

can do little about poaching practically, other 

than to keep calling in incidents, found nets, 



etc. None of us wish to be threatened or have 

our vehicles damaged – this is not why we go 

fishing, after all. And, unlike the Tweed, there 

are insufficient funds in the Forth district to 

support a fully-paid and supported bailiff 

team – the resources simply don’t exist. 

However, as I write this in early November, 

new ways are being sought to police the Tyne 

more effectively, to deter poaching and its 

associated antisocial behaviour. The recently-

launched local East Lothian Partnership 

Against Rural Crime (ELPARC) initiative, and 

country-wide training and awareness 

initiatives promoted by Fisheries 

Management Scotland (FMS) appear to be the 

only positive ways forward for the longer 

term. The Forth District Salmon Fisheries 

Board now has a place on the ELPARC group 

and has been able to highlight more 

prominently poaching and associated illegal 

behaviour. ELAA has also presented a paper to 

the Forth District Salmon Fisheries Board, 

suggesting a new model for policing the river. 

All we can do at present is keep pressing the 

case with the authorities and our local 

politicians. Once again, ELAA urges anyone 

with any evidence of suspicious behaviour, or 

finding nets, to call the police (101) and the 

bailiff number on the permit when safe to do 

so. If you see a net or other ‘fixed engine’ 

stored in the banks – or deployed across the 

river, you must not touch it. To do so is a 

criminal offence, despite best intentions, as 

this constitutes evidence, and may contain 

clues as to who placed it and when. 

Photographs will be helpful, especially if geo-

tagged. 

New ELAA website 

The ELAA now has a new website – see 

www.elaa.scot. The project, managed by 

Brian Davidson with input from the 

committee and built by developers Indra 

Design Ltd, brings our web presence up to 

date. This, coupled with the ELAA Facebook 

page allows Association members and visitors 

alike easy access to information on fishing the 

River Tyne, and on the Association itself. The 

website will be linked to the hub website 

being developed by the Forth Rivers 

Trust/Forth District Salmon Fisheries Board for 

the ‘Fishing Around the Forth’ initiative – see 

below. 

‘Fishing the Forth’ – a new Forth Rivers Trust 

initiative for the Forth catchment 

This initiative is being led by the Forth District 
Salmon Fisheries Board and the Forth Rivers 
Trust, with funding from LEADER. The aim of 
the project is to support angling clubs and 
fishery owners/managers around the Forth in 
the promotion of angling available in the 
Forth district. 
Discussions with a number of clubs and 
fisheries highlighted there was a real need for 
support to help promote fishing opportunities 
around the Forth, especially in the current 
climate of declining permit sales and an 
ageing angling demographic. The Board, with 
support from the Forth Rivers Trust, 
submitted a funding application to the 
LEADER Rural Development Fund to start this 
process. The application was successful. 
The funding will develop the project and 
deliver its key outcomes. 
There will be a ‘Fishing Around the Forth’ 
brand, underpinned by a marketing plan and a 
new website, through which district fisheries, 
angling clubs and angling will be advertised. 
Permits will be available for purchase via the 
website. This part of the initiative will make it 
easier for resident and visiting anglers to find 
out what angling opportunities are available 
locally. New media content is being prepared, 
including professionally-filmed video to 
highlight the variety and quality of angling to 
be found in the Forth. Club and fisheries 
details and news will feature on the website, 
making it easier for anglers to access fishing. 
There will be no up-front to the clubs in the 
first year (end-2020), but a percentage fee will 
be charged on permit sales to cover on-going 
running costs. ELAA sees this as a valuable 
opportunity and has supported the Board and 
Trust as this project has been developed. 
 
 
 
 



A good’yin out of the blue… 

One of the pleasures of fishing the Tyne is the 

pleasurably unexpected. For me this has 

included close – sometimes very close – 

encounters with otters, king-fishers, dippers 

and other wildlife besides the trout. But time 

and again, it’s the brown trout that surprise 

you; sometimes, they seem to come out of 

nowhere. This summer, I was fishing one of 

my favourite stretches of the river on a fine 

evening. Easy to get to and easy to access, it 

has, in about a kilometre or so of river, a wide 

range of river habitats to engage the angler – 

pools, glides, riffles, tight fast runs, and so on. 

There are opportunities for a range of 

techniques: dry fly, nymphs, spiders, 

traditional wet flies, tenkara. Indeed, 

adaptability is key to fishing this stretch 

effectively. I was fishing a narrow run about 

thirty metres long and a bit over half a meter 

deep, with a buggy, bead-headed nymph on a 

Euro-style leader setup – something that 

works well for me on the Tyne. I’d had several 

very nice small fish up to about nine inches as 

I worked upstream. Near the top of the run, 

some branches draped the water, likely 

providing cover for fish. It seemed that the 

trick here would be to drop the nymph above 

the branches and ease it back on a dead drift 

underneath them. After several unproductive 

drifts, there was a solid take. It was quickly 

apparent that this was a rather better fish 

than the others I had managed. It was putting 

a good bend in the rod and, on 7X tippet, I 

was a bit worried I might lose it. But it came 

to the net. About 13 or 14 inches long, it was 

a fine Tyne brown trout, beautifully marked 

and in very good condition. The writing of 

John Roberts came to mind: trout can be 

found almost anywhere in rivers, and quite 

often come from the most surprising places. 

Having caught several smaller fish from this 

stretch, I hadn’t anticipated anything larger 

occupying the run. Given the disturbances, I 

would have expected any larger fish to have 

scarpered. It was an object lesson in expecting 

the unexpected, and making sure that one 

fishes all the likely features in a river. For me, 

this is what makes river fishing for trout – and, 

elsewhere, grayling – so special. Work at it, 

adapt and experiment, and you’ll be 

rewarded. Finally, there’s also this: despite 

the many pressures on the Tyne, there is still 

quality brown trout fishing to be had. Were 

this river down south, especially in central and 

southern England, you can bet your last euro 

that it would be much more expensive to fish. 

The work we do in ELAA is for the river as a 

whole, a river that has such variety of habitat, 

and quality brown trout. Our brown trout may 

not grow very big, given that many of the 

species appear to smolt and go to sea to 

return as seatrout. But those that stay behind 

still provide classic, testing angling for wild 

fish. However modest the fish might be 

compared to those found on, say Tweed, the 

Clyde, or the Annan, this is something worth 

fighting for. 

 

Tailpiece: David Elder remembers more river-

side surprises… 

One afternoon, a couple of seasons ago, I was 
fishing Clerkington when I saw to my left an 
animal scurrying down the bank into the river. 
I just thought it would probably be a mink 
until I looked at the animal swimming across 
the river and saw it had a bushy tail and low 
and behold, when it reached the other bank, 
it was a squirrel! 

The following year, when I was again fishing at 
Clerkington, I heard a splash to my right, 
expecting to see the ripples from a rising trout 
and again I saw a squirrel swimming across 
the river to the other side after which it 

A fine Tyne brownie. Photograph: Alastair Irving 



disappeared into the trees. I don’t know if it 
was the same squirrel as they all look the 
same. 

These weren’t the only times I had seen a 
squirrel doing something unusual on the Tyne. 
Early on in my fishing career I was fishing just 
up from the concrete bridge at Westfield and 
stopped for something to eat. Out of the 
corner of my eye I saw a squirrel climb up a 
tree on the bank I was on and it jumped from 
that tree to a tree on the other bank. 

Maybe the catch returns should have a space 
for unexpected animal sightings! 

 

Westfield again… 

To finish positively, here’s a couple more 

pictures from ELAA Vice President Clive Baker 

showing the difference fencing has made to 

cattle poached banks along the Westfield 

stretch. This is in just two months. 

 

April 2019 

June 2019 

The vegetation has quickly colonised the 

eroded area. Any more silt washed into this 

area by higher flows will be trapped by the 

vegetation, and will, in turn, be stabilised by 

vegetation growing through it and seeds 

geminating in it. No doubt such silt will 

contain nutrients (phosphates, nitrates), since 

they are an issue on the Tyne. For once, these 

might do some good, feeding the vegetation! 

This is what can be achieved with a simple 

practical mitigation. 

 

Finally… 

The Tyne needs advocates if it is to survive as 

a thriving river, indeed, as a fishery, and be 

resilient in the face of climate change and the 

pressures of modern rural life and agriculture. 

ELAA is one of those advocates, working hard 

to ensure the Tyne river ecosystem is 

protected and allowed to flourish in the way 

that it should. This can only be done with your 

support, for which we thank you, if you are an 

existing association member. If you are not, 

please consider buying a permit and 

supporting the work we try to do on behalf of 

the river. Please come along to the AGM to 

hear more and to have your questions 

answered. 

 

EAST LOTHIAN ANGLING 

ASSOCIATION 

AGM 

7.30 pm 

Wednesday 22nd January 

Haddington Town House 


